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VWelcome to our Interim Pastor,
Rev. Martha Robson

I was born at the height of the Baby Boom, and my formative years
(at University Church in Baton Rouge) included the Civil Rights
Movement, Vatican II, the first ventures into out space, the anti-war
movement, the first Earth Day, and the coming of the word, “Ms.”
From an early age, I developed a conviction that the world can and
does change, that our society can be shaped and transformed into the
world that God intended. Through my student years (Massachusetts,
California, and New York City) and early adult adventures (student,
government, life in the theatre, a NYC rent strike, too many years at
“475,” and an internship in Italy), this belief became a passion as
I sought situations where God’s grace and love were needed. With
each new challenge, I looked for how I could use my gifts and skills as
a catalyst for transformation. This led me first to ordination (by the
Presbytery of South Louisiana, PCUS) and later to the pastoral
ministry.

Since completing interim training, I have served five churches: three in New Jersey and two in Arkansas.
At the time of my departure, one had experienced a complete turnaround, and one had refused all self-examination
or possible change. Two had experienced some new insights and perspectives but were not ready to commit to
change. One was blessed sojourn in the land of normalcy with a church only months from calling an installed
pastor. In transitional ministry one learns to appreciate Paul’s words: “I planted, Apollos watered, but it is God who
gave growth.” Sometimes making a start is all that can be done, and another pastor will be needed to take the
church through the next step.

I have also learned to appreciate good Presbyteries and good Committees on Ministry. Having been a part
of five different ones, I am grateful to those who were generous with their support, resources, prayers, insight,
and time. Transitional work can be lonely, confusing and difficult - we need each other.

Although (or perhaps because) so much of my preparation for ministry took place in South Louisiana,
I though that my life had moved on and would never return. Katrina changed everything, and I began seeking ways
to come back home. In 2006, an accident left me in a wheel-chair and at the mercy of my family and home church -
God moves in mysterious ways. Two years later, after completing my responsibilities in New Jersey, an
opportunity opened up in southern Arkansas, and then another one, and then one in Metairie. I love being back, and
I do not miss the Northeast. By the grace of God, my life has not been what I thought it would be when I began
seminary, but I still believe that the world can and does change, that our churches, communities and society can be
shaped and transformed into the world that God intended. As I take up this new challenge, I pray that what I have
learned will be a part of the transformation taking place in Metairie and in South Louisiana.

Please join us for Rev. Robson’s first Worship Service with us on Sunday, November 13th at 10:30am.
We will celebrate Holy Communion on this day as a symbol of unity.
We invite you to celebrate together and welcome her.




THOSE NEEDING OUR PRAYERS,

CALLS, CARDS, AND ENCOURAGEMENT

Pat Benton - 231 Forest Loop, Mandeville, LA 70471
Georgette Broderick c/o Lorraine 835-2865 Lorraine's Cell 913-2865 - Emeritus Summerville
Memory Care 1600 Joe Yenni Blvd. Room 9B Kenner, LA 70065 (467-3132)
Bessie Buras - 1805 Neyrey Dr., Metairie, LA 70001 - 834-6384
Muriel Field - 3508 W. Metairie Ave. S. Met., LA 70001 (833-6697)
Catherine Hackney 7242 Wickham Dr., Baton Rouge, LA 70808
Kathryn Hanners (June Miestchovich’s Mother) recovering at Chateau De Notre Dame
Nursing Center (866-2741) 2832 Burdette St., New Orleans, LA70125 Room 410
Mickey Landwehr - 104 N. Gatehouse Dr. Apt. J, Metairie, LA 70001 - 837-3435
Henrietta Langtry 835-4190 1013 Elmeer Ave, Metairie, LA 70005
Eve LeGuenec - Home Address: 6400 Ithaca, Met., LA 70003 (887-1525)
Richard & Frances McCabe - 835-7709; 3808 Derbigny, Metairie, LA 70001
Dixie Myers - 833-2241 - 3209 3%th St., Metairie, LA 70001
Muriel Palmgren (Frieda & Muriel's Mother)
Judy Plaisted - 738-5890 - 7608 Richard St., Metairie, LA 70003
Frances Pohlig, 835-5319 - 1422 Sylvia Ave., Metairie, LA 70005
Dr. Earnest Potts - in hospice - 1 E. Janice Ave., Apt. 101 Yukon, OK 73099
The Family of Marion Rose (former MRPC employee) - she passed away on Sept. 26th
2930 Preston PI., New Orleans, LA 70131
Jackie Ruiz 833-7183 - 1405 N. Turnbull Dr, Metairie, LA 70001
Mr. & Mrs. Schwab (Pattie Stanley’s Parents)
Luella Tickle - 3823 Bauvais St., Metairie, LA 70001 - 833-7854
Fred & Audry Tyrrell (Kathe Posin’s Father & Mother)

please join us to help decorate the Sanctuary oy ' lidays
| Tuesday, November 29, 1;’ a‘;‘i_‘t’iﬁint/Chnstmas Ho

Please bn'ng your lunch




BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Garland Rolling, 2™
Spencer Scharfenstein, 3™
Kim Posin, 4"

Tim Parker, 8"
Linda Mayer, 8"
Kathe Posin 9™
Winifred Hollyfield, 14"
Jewel Kathmann, 15"
Dixie Myers, 15
Bertha Scharfenstein, 18™
Leo Prange, 23"
Claire DeLucca, 29™

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Georgette Broderick, 7™

Toni Needham, 7t

Gloria Cuadrado, 8"
Susan Acosta, 9™

Barbara Spencer, 14"
Velma Easker, 15"

Melissa van der Meulen, 15
Mike Alexander, 17"
Diana Ng, 17"
Frank Cuadrado, 30™

e

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
John & Alana Breaux,
Celebrating their anniversary
November 1*

?ﬁove Qbu*

Rick & Pattie Stanley,
Celebrating their 20" anniversary November 3™

Craig & Julie Boudreaux,
Celebrating their 27th anniversary November 17"

Jack & Cindy Boudreaux,
Celebrating their 24th anniversary November 21*

MEMBERSHIP ANNIVERSARIES

Richard Gieseler - 6 years - (11-20-05)
Muriel Palmgren - 22 years - (11-26-89)
Guy & Brenda Wilson - 5 years - (11-20-05)
Marlene Duronslet - 63 years - (12-12-48)
Garland Rolling - 63 years - (12-12-48)

Pam Bush - 41 years - (12-20-70)
Rowena Bolint - 7 years - (12-15-04)
June Miestchovich - 29 years - (12-12-82)

The Child Development Center
would like to thank everyone who

purchased the “Entertainment Books”
THANK VOU for their fundraiser. It was a success

and the school raised enough money
to get some upgrades done to the play
yard.
The Day Care Center is thankful for everyone who
purchased items from their Fall Fundraiser catalog and
donated monetary funds. They raised enough money to
start buying some of the new “regulation” cribs for 2012.

We will be Christmas Caroling to

our Shut-ins on Wednesday, Dec. 21st.

More details will follow in our Special
December addition of the Ridge Reader!
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ANNOUNCMENTS, INFORMATION & EVENTS

CHURCH LUNCHEON AFTER WORSHIP SERVICE

@ SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2011 )

FELLOWSHIP HALL
Everyone is invited! = Bring family, friends and neighbors!
Come enjoy a delicious Thanksgiving meal after our 10:30am Worship Service and
visit with our new Interim ®Pastor, Rev. Martha Robson .

Chefs Esta Bolint el Rachel Benton will prepare Roasted Turkey, Baked Macaroni, Green Beans,
and for dessert, PumpRin Pie. The cost is only $10 per person

Please call 833-6357 today to make you reservations for this special luncheon!
Reservation Deadline is: Sunday, November 13th!

POPVPPVPIPVPIPVIIVIVIVIVPIVIIVIIIVIIVYIVYYY

M Congratulations to M '@‘ DOE;; iorii to
v /g \ 4 y

v Cﬁrtstmfz Stan&ey & Manu?[ Campo III v clocks back one
e On their upcoming wedding here on ¢ hour for

M Sunday, December 11, 2011. v Daylight Saving Time
¥ May God bless you and your families! ®  at 2amon Sunday,

M M Nov. 6th
VIVPPPPIPPPPIIPPPIIIPPPIIPIPPY

1 f\ 5 n Can you imagine your life without fear?
: Each sunrise seems to bring fresh reasons for fear.
S|d N“’\ They're talking layoffs at work, slowdowns in the economy, upswings in
/m global warming, not to talk about challenging life events and personal
struggles. But what if faith, not fear, was your default reaction to threats?
If you could hover a fear magnet over your heart and extract every last shaving of dread,
insecurity, and doubt, what would remain?

Based on Max Lucado's book “Fearless” we will give an honest look at what can happen
when fear meets faith. We invite all women to join us for this six week study on Tuesday
nights at 7pm in the parlor. (November 1,8,15,29, December 6, 13).

Order your own copy of “Fearless” by Max Lucado (isbn 978-0-8499-2139-1) and “Fearless,

small group discussion guide” (ISBN 978-1-4271-9) at any bookstore.
For more information contact Ineke (834-1630).

I

/’ -

I

Child Development Center will be closed Nov. 21st thru 25th &
Dec. 21st thru Jan. 2nd

The Day Care Center will be closed Nov. 24th & 25th, Dec. 23rd &
Dec. 26th & Jan. 2nd

The Church Office will be closed Nov. 24th & 25th, Dec. 23rd & Dec. 26th & Jan. 2nd




STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2011

You should have received your Stewardship letter and estimate of
giving cards in the mail, if not please call Julie in the office at 833~
6357. Please contemplate & pray on an amount you can pledge for
next year. There will be a Stewardship Dedication on Sunday,
November 6, 2011 and at that time you may wish to bring your pledge
card and place it in the dedication box during worship service.

Thank you!

Your 2012 offering envelope books will be located in the
Narthex (in alphabetical order) starting on Sunday December 4th and
for the whole month of December for pick-up.

If you did not get a 2011 offering book and would like to receive a
2012 offering book, please call Julie in the church office
(504) 833-6357. Anyone who is unable to pick-up their book may
contact the church office to have it mailed. If your book has not been
picked up by the end of December, it will automatically be
mailed to you. Thank you for your continued support!

FROM THE WORSHIP COMMITEE

Place of Worship - Those who attended our Fellowship Hall Worship Services enjoyed the intimacy of being closer together.
We intend to have Worship Services in the Sanctuary as soon and often as the temperature allows us. This might alternate from
Sunday to Sunday. Please don't let it discourage you from worshiping with us, but make the choice to Worship God together in any
location.

Food Drive - Thank you all for donating to the Food Drive for the Jefferson Presbyterian Church Food Bank and the Peacemaking
Offering. After World Food Day, October 16th, we donated three baskets filled with canned chicken, tuna, turkey, peanut butter,
and other food items as well as an amount of $165. We will continue to collect non-perishable food items throughout the year,
so please help us fill our baskets in the Narthex and Fellowship Hall.

Retreat in MRPC - Sunday, October 30th the worship team of Cursillo Retreat Center will lead us in Worship. It will be a special
service like you can experience in the retreat center. So come, be touched by the Spirit, rejuvenated and encouraged for the tasks
you are called to do in your life.

Caregivers - We thank all are caregivers in and around our congregation, Caregivers are not always recognized for their work.
Often they are quiet people serving others. Sunday, November 13th is the Sunday that we want to pray specifically for them.
“A quiet spirit not only does God’s will, but also delights in God’s will. A quiet spirit is the fruit of a life that has laid down its own
way at the foot of the cross and has come into freedom of walking with complete trust in the Lord.” Let us rejoice together in their
work and encourage them in their service. As part of our church family, we want to especially acknowledge all our teachers
involved in our Child Care programs. Without them we could not reflect God’s presence in the way we do here at MRPC.
Thank you and know that you are in our prayers!

Advent and Christmas - Sunday, November 27th is the first day of Advent. We invite you to become an advent angel and pray

and surprise someone in our congregation. Every Sunday up to Christmas, people representing different groups in our church will
light a candle on the Advent wreath as a symbol of His light coming into the world. A special Christmas Ridge Reader will inform

you in December about the events taking place in that month. We will have our Worship Service on Christmas Day and |
Year 6s Day at our regular Sunday time of 10: 30am.

Volunteers to Light Advent Candles - The committee invites everyone who would like to light an Advent Candle this year to
make themselves known. We would like to have representatives from all age groups and specifically invite those who have not
lighted the Candles (for a long time). Please put a note with your name & phone number in the offering plate or call/email the
church office. (if we get more volunteers than needed, we will draw five names.)
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Metairie Ridge Presbyterian Church

215 Phosphor Avenue, Metairie, LA 70005

Phone: 504 -833-6357 Fax: 504 -833-1419
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8am -3pm
Email: metridgepc@yahoo.com

Website: www.metairieridgepc.org

CHURCH STAFF

Rev. Martha Robson, Interim Pastor

Leo Prange, Business Manager
Julie Boudreaux, Church Administrator

Gloria Cuadrado, : /i,:-'--a
Organist/Choir Director '

" ' 3 i

Pam Bush, Begl_n ’/ 11 ]

Sunday School Superintendent th. ( | 7

. | -
Darlene Evans, &éar = I,- %;
Director, Child Development Center L iy
(833-9463) W[Eh = ,_,__q____../
Susan Acosta, Director Day Care Center

(831-2887)

“Leading by following the light of Christ”

' “As a family of faith, our purpose is N\ Victor Has‘gngs, Clerk of Session
. . . . Karen Eigenbrod, Treasurer
to grow in relationship with God through
worship, spiritual growth and mission. Class of 2012
Inspired by Christ, we strive to lead with Class of 2011 Ineke Dolfsma-Troost
< intelligence, energy and imagination in the > K#genbro d Bill Olivier
church and'commumty. In response to the grace Charlotte Matthew
given to us, we welcome all, Rick Stanley Class of 2013
as God made them and as we may find them, Rachel Benton
to be a part of our family.” Victor Hastings
\_ p Y Y, Carol McNeal

METAIRIE RIDGE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SCHOOLS

Day Care Center
Susan Acosta, Director
(504) 831-2887
Mon. - Fri. 7am-6pm

6 weeks - 2yrs.

Child Development Center
Darlene Evans, Director
(504) 833-9463
M-W-F  9am-2:30pm
12 months (walking) - 4yrs.
Email: metridgeboss@yahoo.com




